	Present Perfect Simple
	Present Perfect Continuous

	For an action which has just finished. 

They have just made a cake.

Someone has eaten my sandwich. (There is nothing left, someone ate the whole sandwich.)


	For an action which started in the past and continues up to the present. 

She has been teaching  for six years. (She began working as a teacher six years ago and she still teaches.) 

Someone has been eating my sandwich. (There is something left, maybe a half of it).



	To put an emphasis (za naglašavanje) on number, amount, times...

He has painted six pictures. 

He has made some coffee.

How much coffee have you made?


	To put an emphasis on duration (trajanje).

He has been making coffee all morning.

She has been painting for 10 years.

How long have you been painting?



	Usually with these time expressions: 'ever', 'never', 'already', 'just', ''still', 'yet':

I’ve already done it.

I’ve just fed the baby.


	Usually with these time expressions: ‘all’, ‘all of’.

I’ve been writing all morning. 

I’ve been going to the beach all my life.
Note: Both PPS and PPC can be used with ‘for’ and ‘since’.



	With non-continuous verbs:

1. Verbs of senses: sea, hear, feel, taste, smell

2. Verbs of perception: know, remember, forget, understand, notice, realise, seem, sound, think

3. Verbs which express like/dislike: love, like, hate, dislike, enjoy

4. Other verbs such as: include, matter, need, belong, cost, prefer, mean, own, appear, believe, want, have…

Note: Some of these may have a continuous form, but then they usually have a different, or slightly different meaning (drugačije, ili za nijansu drugačije značenje):

She has been thinking about selling her house. (Razmišljala je o tome…)


	For an action that frequently repeated:

Jim has been phoning Jill every night for the past week.



	
	For an action whose results are visible (vidljivi) in the present.

Your hands are dirty. Have you been working in the garden.

The streets are wet. Has it been raining?

Why are you so red? I have been sunbathing.



	We can often use both the simple and the continuous form interchangeably (i jedan i drugi oblik), the difference is subtle (što znači: obratite pažnju na kontekst!):



	I’ve waited for him for three hours. 


Means: I started waiting for him three hours ago and I may continue to wait for him.


	I’ve been waiting for him for three hours. 


Means: the same as Present Perfect, but also suggests that three hours is a long time to wait!

	They’ve got engaged.  They haven’t dated very long. 


Means: they stopped dating (and got engaged) in the recent past.
	They’ve got engaged?!  They haven’t been dating very long! 


Means: the same as simple, but also suggests that they didn’t date long enough before they got engaged!



	I have gone to church. 


Means: I’ve gone to church recently.
	I have been going to church. 


Means: In the past, I didn’t usually go to church, but now I go there routinely.



	I haven’t played tennis. 


Means: I’ve never played tennis in my life — not even one time! You can add ‘ever’.


	I haven’t been playing tennis. 


Means: I usually play tennis, but recently it hasn’t been possible for me to do it.


Exercises:

I Present Perfect Simple or Present Perfect Continuous:

1.          You look tired! Yes I ________________________ (work) very hard.

2.  
 Where's the magazine I gave you? What ________________________ (you do) with it?

3.  
 We ________________________ (have) the same car for twelve years.

4.  
 This room was white. Now it is blue. He ________________________ (paint) it.

 5.  
 This is the first time I ________________________ (drive) a car. Thanks for lending me your car.

6.  
 Sorry I'm late. ________________________ (you wait) long?

8.  
 Somebody ________________________ (steal) my keys. They are not on the table.

9.  
 Mary is still watching TV. She ________________________ (watch) TV all day.

10.  
 Look! Somebody ________________________ (spill) wine on the floor.

11.  
 I ________________________ (not see) him since Monday.

12.  
 I ________________________ (know) him for a long time.

13.  
 I ________________________ (climb) quite a lot of mountains.

14.  
 How many pages of the homework ________________________ (you do)?

15.  
 He ________________________ (read) 20 pages so far.

16.  
 He ________________________ (drink) too much recently.

17.  
 'My friend is a teacher.' 'Really? How long ________________________ (she teach)?'

18.  
 ________________________ (you ever work) at home?

19.  
________________________  (you ever play) volleyball?

20.  
 ________________________ (he show) you his new watch yet?

21.
Are we not there yet? We________________________ (walk) for hours!

22.
Martin ________________________ (date) three girls this week.

23.
Mr ________________________ (hear) a mouse squeak all night.

24.
The toaster is OK again. Dad ________________________ (repair) it.

25.
Why are you out of breath? I ________________________ (run).

26.
Your coat smells awful! ________________________ (you smoke)?

27.
Paul ________________________ (believe) in God since he was a child.

28.
Daughter: Mum, Jane ________________________ (phone / just)  to ask if I will go to the cinema with her. May I?

   
Mother: ________________________  (you / do) your homework yet?

Daughter: Well, I ________________________ (do) it for about 2 hours now, but I ________________________ (finish / not) it yet.

Mother: If you ________________________ (complete / not) your homework, you cannot go. Shool comes first. Remember, you ________________________ (promise) me to study harder this year.

Daughter: But mum, I ________________________ (work) really hard this year and I ________________________  (improve / already) in Maths and Chemistry.

   
Mother: But that's only because I have always pushed you to do something.

Daughter: But I also need a break some time. Look, I ________________________ (be / not) to the cinema for two months. May I go? Just this once.

I Put the verbs in brackets into the Present Perfect Simple or the Present Perfect Continuous Tense:

1. She _________________ (make) cakes. Her hands are covered with flour.

2. He __________________ (study) for six hours. He is really tired.

3. How long ________________ she_________________(know) her best friend?

She ___________________ (know) her best friend since she was five.

4. He ___________________ (write) since he was twenty.

He ___________________ (write) ten novels so far.

5. “How long _______________ you ___________________(wait) on the bus stop?”

“I ____________________ (wait) for two hours.”

6. “_____________ you already _______________ (do) all your exercises?”

“Yes, I ______________ just________________ (do) seven of them. I __________________ (do) the exercises for an hour.

7.  “How many books __________________ you ___________________ (write)?”

“I _____________________ (write) one book so far.”

I __________________ (write) the latest book for the last eighteen months, and I  

________________ only _______________ (finish) about six chapters.

8. I am exhausted! I ________________ (work) all day, and I ________________ 

(not finish) yet.

9. She ______________ (live) in the village for six years. She enjoys climbing the 

hills.


10.”_________________ you ________________ (prepare) your exams?”


    “ I _________________ (prepare) two exams.”


    “ I ____________________ (study) all month.”

11. “_______________ she ever ________________ (be) in Italy?”

“Yes, she __________________ (be) there twice.”

“She ___________________ (travel) to different parts of Europe since she was twenty.”

12. “________________ you ________________ (hear) the neighbours who 

__________________ (have) a row for hours?”

“Yes, they are still having a row.”

