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MIDTERM TEST A
I Read the text carefully and answer the questions bellow (10p):
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (TEPCO), operator of the disaster-stricken Fukushima nuclear plant revealed that it had found another leak of contaminated water on Wednesday from its storage tanks, putting more pressure on the utility company to stop the numerous issues that have plagued the decommissioning process of the molten nuclear reactor cores. TEPCO officials said that a worker patrolling the storage area spotted the leak just after noon, with droplets of contaminated water leaking out between the tank’s circular steel structure. The Fukushima Nuclear Power plant was hit hard by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami more than two years ago, triggering nuclear reactor meltdowns and mass evacuation because of the radiation.
Shunichi Tanaka, chief of Japan’s Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA), said in a press conference that the NRA is urging TEPCO to deal with the problem immediately. Tanaka however downplayed the gravity of the situation, saying that the NRA did not regard the matter as a serious one. This latest leak was revealed after TEPCO had acknowledged earlier this week that radioactive caesium has been detected in groundwater flowing into the plant – contrary to an early finding that said the contamination was negligible. This will make it more difficult for the utility company to get permission to dump radioactive waste water outside of its plant – the decommissioning process produces around 400 tons of radioactive waste water every day, and TEPCO’s storage solutions – plagued by numerous leaks – are obviously not enough. This new incident represents another setback for the company as it tries to reassure the Japanese public and the government that it can manage the waste water problem.

Even as Prime Minister Shinzo Abe tries to sell Japanese nuclear technology abroad in the name of economic growth, Fukushima will continually be a reminder that TEPCO’s poor management and lack of up-to-date crisis processes have in fact resulted in the worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl in 1986. Moreover, the discovery that groundwater is contaminated complicates TEPCO’s efforts to get permission from local authorities and fishermen to dump groundwater into the ocean – given their earlier claims that the groundwater was safe enough.

Are the following sentences true or false? Provide evidence from the text.

1. It was Shunichi Tanaka who first noticed the leakage of contaminated water.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. TECPCO will manage to convince the Japanese people that it is capable of dealing with the waste water problem? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

3. TEPCO and NRA never underestimated the seriousness of the groundwater contamination problem.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. According to the text, Fukushima disaster may prove an obstacle to the Japanese Government efforts to export their nuclear technology.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........

Find the words in the text that mean the same as:

a) to cause worry or distress to,  to disturb or annoy persistently ……………………………….
b) understate; minimize …………………………………
II Choose the best or most appropriate response (7.5p):
1. Cheaper oil will force governments to reduce generous energy __________________. 

a. subsidies 

b. facilities 

c. commodities

d. utilities

2. The new telecommunications law came into ___________ in July 2003. 

a. impact    

 b. force      

 c. existence   

d. action
3. Staff should _________ strictly to the safety guidelines.

a. prompt 

b. rectify  

c. observe 

d. adhere

4. Electrical appliances were damaged at a number of homes after a power ____________ on Sunday evening.

a. stroke 

b. collusion 

c. surge 


d. voltage

5. High pressure pumps are used to move water through the reactor pressure _________ and into heat exchangers

a. shell 


 b. vessel 

c. current 

d. assembly

IV Provide appropriate words for the explanations below (7.5p):
1. to gradually stop using something     p………… o………..

2. to separate the parts of something such as a machine so that they no longer form a single unit   d...............................  

3. financial support from the state, usually for industrial purposes   s........................................

4. the process of dividing an atom in order to create energy   …………………………………..

5 a place where the strength of electric power is reduced before it is passed on to homes and businesses   .......................................

IV Complete the sentences using prepositions (5p):
1. There's an increased demand ______ resource efficient products and services.

2. The manager relied _____ up-to-date marketing reports.

3. The produced electricity is fed ____ high voltage electrical wires to travel long distances. 

4. In July 2000 the price for a standard 64-megabit dynamic random access memory chip peaked _____ $9.

5. The presence ____ a metal object creates a field around it.

V The graph below shows electricity consumption in the UK during the last ten weeks of 2012. Summarise the information by reporting the main features and make comparisons where relevant. You should write between 150-200 words. (15p)
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